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A xe ha 2 Vets time after _ arrival 
in Africa, is ſuppoſed. to go out to take a view 
of Sierra Leone. He is ſtruck with the variegated 


foliage of the different trees, with the ſhades 


cauſed by the projecting hills and unequal ſum- 


mits; but, above all, with the noble river which 


' waſhes its ſhores, which is at leaſt two leagues 
| wide at its entrance, and continues nearly the ſame 
- breadth for fix or ſeven miles. _ 
His mind is diverted from theſe lovely abjeth, 
by caſting his eyes on a (Kip at a diſtance, with a 
boat full of blacks along-fide her. It immediately 
occurred to him that this muſt be a ſlave ſhip; an 
in penſive mood, he purſued his way along the hore, 
till he was nearly arrived oppoſite the veſſel, when 
his attention was arreſted by a new object, which 
| was a youth of noble mien and intelligent aſpeR, 
* B . . 
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fitting under à tree; r in deep thought, 
-and a trickling tear ſtealing down his cheek, nor 
did he perceive, Britannus till he was quite cloſe to 
him, when the youth ftarted, as one in che utmoſt 
amazement, and attempted a precipitate retreat ; 


but, Britannus laying-hold-of him, he fell on his 
- knees, and earneſtly intreated that he might not 
| be ſold for a ſlave. Britannus, gently raiſing him, 


thus endeavoured to remove his needleſs anxieties. 
Britannus. Your fears are groundleſs, So 


far from wiſhing to make you a ſlave, I deteſt the 
flave trade; and, were you acquainted with the mo- 
5 tives which induced myſelf, and a friend who came 


with me, to leave our native country, you would be 
convinced that it is your ppc, and not your 


miſery, that we ſeek, 


Aﬀfricus. Prove to me that e ever white men \ ſought 


| the happineſs of black men, and' then 1 will believe 


you; but (Axing his Der en @ buſh) look there! you 


Intend t to deceive 1 me. 


_ Britannus. 1 do not know what you mean; 4 ſee 


* 3&7 


nothing. 


. _ Africus, Look at thoſe two alors coming from 
behind that buſh ; no doubt they belong to you. 
Farewell father ! farewell mother! you have al- 


i ready wept f for a loſt daughter, 1 now you Gl weep 


for your ſon. 
On the men's nearer approach, he was ſelzed 


1 with a trembling from head to * and, in the 


| great WOO to the ground. 


Brilannus. 


9 2 5 1 


Sik. Stand up, 2 50 5 not afraid; behold 


in me, your protector and friend. 


| He had ſcarce uttered theſe words, 1 1 


ſailors came up, and aſked Britannus who he had got 
there. He anſwered, A friend. They went off, 


ittering bitter oaths and imprecations, expreſlive 


of their diſappointment. No ſooner were they gone 
than Africus fell down, embraced the feet. of his 
deliverer, and thus addreſſed him: 
Africus., Can you forgive ms, for thinking fo 
unjuſtly = you ? ſurely you cannot ; no, you. can- 
not. 
Brita. That I can moſt ies. and I feel a 
. love for you beſide. 


 Africus, What! white man * black man! 


| ſurely you are the firſt; but I fear thoſe men will re- 
turn and take me. 


Brilanmur. Never fear; 1 will take you where 
you will be in ſafety ; follow me. Now you may 


fit down and recover yourſelf ; you are on the land 


ol liberty, where none are ſlaves. In yonder town, 
which is called Free Town, you may ſee blacks en- 


joying the ſame privileges as whites. Have you ne- 


ver heard of this colony, which was eſtabliſhed, for 
the ſake of you blacks, by a number of benevolent 
perſons in England, who deteſt the traffic in {laves, 
and have caft in their hundreds and thouſands, to 
open a new ſource of trade and induſtry. 
Afrieus. Ves, I have heard of it ; but we have 

| B 2 been 
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„„ Se 
deen tanght to believe that they will become the ge. 


neral diſturbers of the peace, by changing the cuſtoms 


of Africa, that they intend to uſurp the power 


of the chiefe, and in the end to drive us from our 
lands, and to entice our flaves from their own maſ- 


ters, by giving them refuge in their ſettlement.” 


| | My father has told me not to go among them. 


'Britannus. What is your father? 

 Africus. A chief, or king; he lives in one of the 
fartheſt towns up the river, 

Britammus, Then what was your bulinels at the 
place where I found you? 

- Africas, I came with ſome of my father's eechilo 


to bring down ſome ſlaves to the ſhip that lays off 


there, and I was waiting for their return. 
 Britannus. Why. did not'you go on N with 
them? _ 

" Aﬀricus. Becauſe, ſince my ſiſter was aki from 
before - my eyes, I cannot bear their ſcreams and 


groans, when put down into the hold of the ſhip; 


it reminds me of her ſhrieks and cries, when ſhe 
was ſeized and dragged away. I could not fave 


ber, but ran away to ſecure myſelf, My father 


would have redeemed her, but the ſhip failed in a 
ſew hours. 1 watch every veſſel that arrives, in hopes 
of ſeeing thoſe wretches again. My only conſola- 
tion is in the thoughts of revenging myo upon 


them. 


Britannus. 


* See Sierra Leone Reports, page lag. 
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Brita. But can your father purſue that 
horrid traffic, when he himſelf has ſuffered by it? | 
__ . Africus, All Africa purſues it, and my father is I 
no worſe than others. I heard him ſay, that the E 
King of Sierra Leone had three relations taken 
away, yet he went on with the trade. 

_ Britannus. - But before bia dend he was conviaced: 


of the evil of it, and encouraged the Sierra Leone 
Company, in order that a ſtop might be put to the 
horrid depredations that were committed in this 
country by all the nations that come here to trade.“ 
And if all your chiefs would determine not to pro- HK 
cure ſlaves as an article of trade, the few that white —_— 
people could procure by kidnapping on the. coaſt, ' 1 
would not anſwer their purpoſe, I am informed, 
that in the Mandingo and Sooſee countries, children 
are kidnapped by people of a neighbouring, or 
even of the ſume village. How horrid this is ! 
Surely, you could never ſell each other, if you were 
not loſt to all ſenſe of another's woes, Thouſands 
up the country, who have never ſeen a white man, 
may juſtly. blame their own countrymen for de- 
priving them of their relations and friends. | 
Africus. It is a bad thing! a bad trade! mo 
never before thought of the evil of it; but have 
been glad when my father had luck in procuring 
ſlaves. We never think of what others feel, it is 
| B 3 enough 
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| as we think to do, take revenge if they can. 


« Britennur,, This all adds to the miſerable conſe- 
quences of the trade, by continually fomenting ani- 
moſities. Eighty thouſand of your people are an- 
* nually- carried off from Africa.“ And if you conſi- 
der all the vile practices that are uſed to procure 
them, and the blood that is ſhed in wars fomented for 
this very purpoſe (for it is acknowledged that the 
Foulahs make war for the ſole purpoſe of procuring 
ſlaves}; were you for a moment to feel all the mi- 


e [you bring upon thouſands of your fellow- 
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creatures, your ſoul would be filled with horror. 

« Afticus. I dare ſay my father never thought of 
all theſe things; but I will tel} him, and perſuade 
c 
White men. 

Damm. rel him alſo; bn wicked 
to do ſo, and that the Great e e en 
your people for doing it. | 

iu. And is he not angry with your people, 

who come acroſs the waters, on purpoſe to fetch us 

poor blacks? We ſhould never have thought of 
ſelling one another, if they had not enticed us to 
it, by giving us rum and other things, 

Damm. I believe not. Indeed, Africus, God 

3s r with our vile traders in ſlaves. They cer- 

0 tainly 


* See Reports, page 116, 
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exinly ace cha crightel cauſe of all your mileries, 
and they wiſh to keep you in ignorance, that they 
may ſtill enſlave you. I will not call them our peo- 
ple; they are unworthy che name of Engliſhmen. 
Go to Free Town, to ſee what Engliſhmen ate 3 
there you may learn to be free and happy, and to 
trade, not in the ſighs and groans of your country- 
- men, but in the culture of your fruitful foil ; there 

_ ſee free blacks cultivating their own loty of 
land, enjoying equal privileges with the whites. 
But the nenne; how far have you % 
e 

Africus. To a cd town ; - but 1 fear 
thoſe men ſhould lay in wait for me. Oh, my dear 
friend ! my deli verer! what ſhall I do? 

Britannus. Go wich me, 1 willfind you « lodging: 
with an honeſt black; then we can 3 
verſation by the way. | 

- Africus. Were all white man; ae how 
I ſhould love them ! . 

Britanms, Then I can ene am ſure 
vou will love; for he is a better man than I am; and, 
out of pure love to you Africans, he has croſſed the 
great Ocean, with a view to infirut you in thoſe. 
things that will make you happy. 

Africus. And what did yon come for ? 

Britamnui. To accompany my friend. 

. Africus. and: ey LIE 
zump for Jer. Had I, like my poor ſiſter, been 
kidnapped, 


| (®) 
kidnapped,” I ſhould have been in chains; but I am. 
delivered, and by a white man; now. I can believe 
that you mean to make me happy; but I want to 
' know how you loved me in your own country, when 
vou did not ſee me. I never ee you, —_ 
did you think of me ? 

Biritannus. . enjoy akind of nes 
of which you have no knowledge. "A 
Afri. I don't underſtand you. Have not you 
made e by 8 thoſe 
wretches? 

Britannus. I mean deres in ber world, 
after you die. NN * 

Africu. I never link 008 . AY 

- Britannus. But if you don't think of it, and die 
in your fins, you may be. 1 into a world of 
. darknefs and torment. | 
Africus. I ſhall not like that, What! ankewwe 

ſlave when I die! 

Britannus. Ves; you may be . to a 
worſe m than 00 that can be endured i in this 
life. 
Africus. And is | this the good news Wer come 
over the waters to tell me ? | 

Britannus. My dear Africus, we are come to tell | 
you how you may eſcape this ſlavery, and, after 18 
die, inherit everlaſting bliſs. 

 Afrieus. Everlaſting bliſs! what country is that ? 
Brisant. It is no country, but happineſs that 
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| 1 and this we ſhall enjoy above (caft- 
ing his eyes upwards) in heaven, where the Great 
God dwells, who made the heavens and the earth, 
AT eee PO ER WORN 
creature. 


Africus.- Who told you o: 


Britannus (taking @ Bible out of hit pocket ). - | 
have my information from this book. This book, 


which we call the Bible, is ſent us from God, and 
ve are come to teach it you, n 
| love God, and be happy. 

 Africus, Does that book texch white men to 
cutſe and OY e eee and ſteal black 


men? 


Britannus. Nike is calle. thee; that if they 4e 
EEG RET eee 
darkneſs and torment. 

Africus. Now I do rejoice that white. um ere 
to be puniſhed, ' I do hate thoſe wicked men that 
tore my ſiſter from me. 


Britannus. But this book will teach you better; 


it will teach you to love your enemies, and to bleſs 
them that curſe you, and deſpitefully uſe you. 

Africus. I will love you, but never, never, thoſe 
wicked men : 1 glad God will * us poor 
Africans. | 

Britannus, I feel for. you, my dear Africus, and 
wiſh it was in my power to reſtore your ſiſter to you. 
Rut 
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Bot if God, in his great mercy, ſhould forgive thoſe 
wicked men that took your ſiſter away, and, when 
they die, take them to heaven, that happy place J 


' told yomof, ſurely you would rejoice at that. 


_ Africa. No, truly; that is no revenging my 
cauſe; make them happy who made me miſerable! 
I will not hear of that, I will not hear of that. 

Britannus. But if you won't forgive your ene- 
mies, you never will be like the Great God in hea- 
ven, who ſent his own beloved Son down. from that 

glorious place to die a ſhameful death to fare us 

' finful men; but we will talk of theſe things at ano- 
ther time. We are now come to Black Ned's. He 
is an honeft, good man; he will take care of you, 
and I will be with you in the morning. 

Africus. How ſhall I return your kindneſs ? 

Britannus.. By loving me as your friend. 0 

Ari. Could I ever have thought that a white 
man would have aſked a black man to love him. The 
white men that buy ſlaves treat us like dogs; they 

call us dogs, ſcoundrels, and faſcals. 

Britannus. You have degraded yourſelves by the 
| horrid trade you have carried on, and all who are 
engaged in it are brutiſh, whether black or white 
men; I hope that you and other nations will, ere 
long, ſee it their intereſt to diſcontinue ſuch a curſed 
traffic, which brings down the wrath * God on all 
| concerned i in it, 


Africus. 
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Africu. Indeed, Britannus, I never will ſell any 
of my countrymen; but muſt you go? 

Brita. My friend will think my abſence long, N 
and he needs all the attention which I can give him. 

Africas, What's the matter with him ? - + 


Britannus,, He is confined with a fever, _ ES | 
* 
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| * © 29 HAVE been waiting long, Britannus. 
Britanms. I am exact to the time I mentioned. 
Africus. But I have been thinking about what 
you ſaid, of God's ſending his own Son to die for 
+ £nful men; how did he appear ? 
Briten. He a appeared as a man, and lived on 
this earth about thirty. years. This bleſſed book 
will tell you the great things he did while on earth, 
and how he taught the people. His words are good 
words, and we are come to tell them to you. His 
Hfe was one act of goodneſs ; he cured all manner 
of diſeaſes by the power of his word; he ſpake and 
it was done. But there were wicked men that hated 
him, and roſe up againſt him, and treated him with 
ſcorn and derifion, and at laſt they condemned him 
to death. They nailed his hands and feet on a 
wooden croſs, in which ſuffering fituation-he con- 
tinued fix hours, during which time he prayed, that 
is, ſpake to God, in theſe words: Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do ; and then 


eried . 


61610 

cried out, It is finiſhed,” and died. Jeſus Chriſt, 
for that is the name by which he is called, {which:: -- 
means a Saviour, ) ſuffered all this for his enemies, 
to ſave them from” the wrath to come. For when - 
we were enemies, we were reconciled: to Ged by 
the death of his Son. What, my dear Africus, do 
you now think of forgiving your enemies? 

Afri. I do not know. I am all ſurpriſe l L of 
want to aſk yon upon queſtion, but — 
how. | 
Britannus, My friend is Ain confived to bh bed, | 
or I would take you to kim; for he knows how to 
inſtru you better than I do. ; 

Africus. How ſhould he know better an you | £7 

Britenms, Becaufe he has had more time to attend 
to thoſe things than I have had; for my employ. - 
ment in my own country was to make uſeful things 
of wood, as chairs to fit on, bedſteads to lie on, 
and boxes for various Purpoſes. I believe I have a 
{mall one in my pocket. 2 

Africus. Will you give it me? | 

Britawnus, Moſt willingly. 

Africus, It is very pretty ; but how do yes — 
it? 

Britannns. See hw by drawing FE lid out. 

Man. Oh! here are ſome beads in it! theſe! 
will give to my ſiſters when I return home. Thank 
you,” Britannus. 5 
Dumm, You ſeem loft in * t. wo 

C Africas, 


, { 14 * 
Afi. IT was Wed W 
in the box was quite hid from my fight, till you 
Ates the lid aſide, and then I could not but ſee them; 
and you haye told me ſuch things, that I am all aſto- 
niſament l but why is my mind ſo ſhut up? I want 
to underſiand all you have ſaid, but I cannot. 
Bram. Your mind is in darkneſs; your. rea- 
| ſahing powers are uncultivated: you are as capable 
of receiving knowledge as the whites; we are 
come with the intent of inſtructing you in the great 
things of Gadz and, if it pleaſe Him to open your . 
underſtanding to receive the truths contained in this 
book, you will ſee and bent ſock Nr n | 
joice your heart. 
Afri. Then, Britannus, I wiſh: „en dd ia 
ſtrust me. I want to know more about Jeſys Chriſt. 
Britanans. After lying three days in the grave, 
ha aroſe from the dead, and appeared to his friends 
and followers, and converſed with them. At the 
end of forty days, in. the preſence of three hundred 
of them, he went up into heaven, they Sang at 
dim till he was out of ſight, - 
Aficn. And why did he not ſtay. here always ? 
then I might have gone and ſeen him; but now I 
| cannot fee him, for I cannot get to heaven. 
4 . Bun. He came down from heaven to pre- 
Loe the way for us; he paſſed through death to take 
_ the fling of death from us and thoſe who love him; 
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md when they die, God will ſend his angels to con- 
vey their ſouls to him; for Jeſus Chriſt has ſaid in 
this book, Where I am, there ſhall my people be. 
In this bleſſed book he unfolds all his heart to us ; 
he gives us à free invitation, with an affurance that 
he will caſt out none that come to him; and we have 
left our own country to bring you this good news, 
that you may 1 
„ 
Afrirut. Did ke e gar pech tho tt? 
 Britqunus. Yes; by this bock; for, in this 
bleſſed book, we are commanded to-Jove our neigh- 
bour as ourſelyes. | 

Africus. Bat you could be no neighbour to we, 
when you was ſuch à great way ot. 

Britannu:. No diſtance of place cun ſet aſde oùr 
obligations to each other; for we all i, er 
ſame parent. 

Aries. How can n e d father is Woe 
my father. | Co 
Brians. But this book e of the ür 
man that ever lived; and we all ſprang from him. 

Afriens, Tell me where WN. and what his 
name was. 

Britunmur. ens u Mes Africus, Hts 
world, on which we live, did not exiſt. It is near 
ax thoaſind- years fince the Great God made the 
dea vens and the earth, the Tun, moon, and Rats. 
He clothed the earth with grafs, trees, herbs, and 

3 | flowers; 
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of the air, and the fiſhes of the ſea. He alſo made 


man in his own image, that is, holy and good; ard, 
that he might not be alone, he made the woman alſo: 


f te man was called Adam, and the woman Eve. 
Amn. How long was God in doing all this ? 


Uranus. Six days; and on the ſeventh he 
reſted, to ſet us an example to reſt from all our 


worldly employments every ſeventh day, "which we 


do, ſpending that day, which we call the Lord's 
day, in adoring and praiſing our God for all his 


goodneſs to us. 
Africus. You worſhip God; ONT the 


5 devil. Me pray to the devil not to hurt us. 


Briuamut. My dear Afrieus, that is a vain 
prayer ; for the devil is ſuch a very wicked ſpirit, 
that he delights in nothing more than tormenting 
us. 
——— Do yon know the devil? what is he? 

Britanaus. A wicked angel, who, with many 
more, rebelled againſt God, who caſt them out of 
heaven, and ſent them down into hell, the place I 
told you of. There they dwell in darkneſs, horror, 
and deſpair, in a lake of fire and brimſtone: and 
God has ſaid in this bock, that all that forget him 
ſnall alſo be turned into hell, We know the devil ta 
our ſorrow ; for, ever ſince the creation, he has 
been continually at work to draw man from his 
3 God. name 
patents, 
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you, God made in his on image, and placed them 
in a garden. Here they were holy and happy: they 
knew no ſorrow; they lived under the ſmiles of God, 
w bo uſed to come down and converſe with them. 
And God gave them dominion over every living 
creature, and denied them the enjoyment of no- 
thing but one tree,” which ſtood in the midſt of the 

garden, which they were not to touch; for, in the 
_ day they ate thereof, God aſſured them they 
ſhould die. The devil, being miſerable himſelf, 
cannot bear to ſee others happy; and he determined 
to make them as wieked as himſelf: he therefore 
| tempted them to diſobey God. They were deceived 
by his lies, ate of the tree, and brought down uhο] - 
_ themſelves the judgment which God had denounced 
againſt them. The earth was eurſed for their ſaas, 
"and | brought forth thorns and 'thiftles ; the beaſts 
became evil in their + diſpoſitions. ; nature Was 
changed when man fell; they themſel ves betame 
unholy, and not fit to converſe with God, a hey 
uſed to do, but became like unto the devil, prone to 
commit all wickedneſs with greedineſs. They loſt 
that purity and holinefs of mind in whick they were 
created ; and the thoughts and imiginations f their 
hearts became vain ; they had neither will nor power 
to keep the commandments of God, and worſhip him 
in ſpirit and in truth; and every one of the fallen ice 
of Adam muſt have been ſtiuves to the devi for pyen, 
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bers in our country are very ignorant, and pay but | 
little attention to the Bible; and many read it ſo - 


© careleſsly. that they do not underſtand it; for they 
ſeek not for that teaching which cometh from God ; 


and no gpe can underſtand this. bleſſed beck arighr, 


except he is taught of God. 


Africaus. I have no underſtanding in theſe things. 


| wiſh God would teach me. 


Britannus, Then, my dear ee you wilt 


be taught aright. 

Africur. ' Tell me more out of an book. | 
Britammus. I cannot ſtay longer with you now, 
but 1 will fee you * to- morrow. 
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Africus. I WANT to know what beeame of Adam 
and Eve. : 
" Brilamnus. 


"God turned them out of the garden, 


where they had enjoyed ſo mbch happineſs,” to til 
the ground, which now brought forth thorns and 
- thiſtles. They had children, who grew up in their 
- likeneſs. Adam and Eve ſoon ſaw the fruit of their 


diſobedience; for Cain, their firſt-born, killed his 


+ brother Abel, becauſe he was more righteous than 
| himſelf; but God gave them another ſon, whom 


Eve called Seth. Adam lived till he was nine-hun- 


' dred and thirty years of age, and then died; and his 


fons died and left their children to ſucceed them, 
after which they alſo died. 'Thus one generation 
paſſeth away and another cometh. As men multi- 
plied, inſtead of loving and ſerving God, they de- 
parted from him, and became very wicked, ſo that 
the earth was filled with violence. And God ſaw 
All their evil deeds; and he determined to deſtroy 


every living thing from the face of the earth. - But 


Noah, 


( 21) 


„Noah, one of the family of Seth, 1 = 
loved and feared God, obtained favour in his fight. | 5 | 


. 
_ 


 Africus. But if God determined on deſtroying all 
the world, how could he preſerve him? ; oy 3 
Brita. With God all things are poſſible. 4 

God ordered him to build an ark, or ſhip, to ſave , 

himſelf and family, in which they were preſerved | 
while all the reſt of the world was drowned. For 1 
. the rains deſcended, and the waters covered the [1 
| higheſt mountains, and every living creature periſh. - f 
ed, except thoſe that were in the ſhip, which floated | | 
in ſecurity on the mighty waters. 49 
__ Africus, How many perſons were in the ſhip? ge 5 
Britannus, Eight. Noah and his wife, and his 9 
| three ſons and their wives. And they took win | 
them, into the ſhip, beaſts and birds of every kind. 
And after the waters were ſtayed and dried up, they 
came out of the ſhip; Noah's three ſons were named 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth. From theſe. three the 
world was re. peopled. At length, they became a 
great people, and grew proud, and began to build a 
tower, which ſhould reach up to the clouds. This 


thing diſpleaſed God, and he confounded their lan- 
guage, that they could not underſtand one another, = 
which cauſed them to ſeparate and diſperſe over the i' 
world; and their deſcendants in the different coun- | 
tries to which they went, have talked different lan- 


eres ever ſince, After this, the nations of the 
earth 
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de puniſhed them; yet his Toving-kindneſs he did 


eech fotfook" God; and made gods of cheir own, 


r wood and tone, and worſhipped them, 


A. Did God deſtroy them? 
Britannus. No. He left them to follow their own 


inventions, till the meaſure of their iniquities was 
led up. But he made himſelf known to Abraham, 


Who was deſcended from Shem, and continued to 


wWorſhip the true God; and God promiſed that his 


family ſhould incteaſe' ſo wonderfully as to become 

i gtedt nation, who ſhould be ſeparated from other 

 "Adtions'to live in the worſhip and obedience of God. 
Africa. Is that your nation ? | 

Britanizs. No. They are no longer a nation; 

wet they are a diſtinct people, ſcattered in all na- 


i 


ons. They were formerly called 1ſtaclites, but 
e they are called Jews. They are wanderers in 


"ie Harth, "Jeſpiſed und 'Ughtly eſteemed by all 


ee, eee 
Brumm. Becaufe they did not continue to ſerve 
. When he had taught them his will, and had 


warned chem of the danger of neglecting it. But, 


perhaps, at a future time, I may give you ſome ac- 
count of the great things God did for them. He 
- dwelt among them, and did wonders for them; for 
"their fakes he reproved kings, and though many 
times they provoked God by their fins, for Which 


not 


16 23. 5 


not utterly take from. them, till they had filled up 
the meaſure of their fins by crucifying the. bleſſed. 
Jeſus. It is a wonderful thing that 2 + 
thus ſcattered and preſerved. 

Africa, 1 ſuppole it is that all _ 
them for their wickedneſs in killing Jeſus. 
- Britannus. They have lain thus long under the 
diſpleaſure of God; and though we ought to hate 
their ſins, yet not their perſons, We ought. rather 
to pray for them, that God would reſtore them to 
his favour again. And we know: that they are. thus 
| ſpared. to ſhew forth the * God to- 
wards them. | 

Africus. Will God again receive de ien favour?- 

Britannus., Yes, he wall. 

Africus, How do you know that? 

Britannus. By this bleſſed book. God. raiſed. up. 
among this people prophets, to. whom he told. his 
mind and will; and their prophecies are recorded in 
this book for our inſtrution and information. 

Africu. What is prophecy? 

_ Britannus, It is telling. what ſhall come e is. 
ſuture time. 

Africus, How do you know they. ſpeak true? 

Britannus. Becauſe they ſpeak the words of God. 
who is perfectly W with every thing that is 
to take place. 

Africus, How can we be ſure chey ſpeak God's. 
words ? 
Butan 


5 2 =” ) 
| Aram. Can any one but God tell of events 
that ſhould take Lane 285 of years before — | 
| come to paſs? 

Africu. 1 chink not; I am IR 0 not. 


*Britanins. The riſe and fall of nations are fore- 
told by the prophets, which have taken place exactly 


2s they faid. I cannot go largely into this ſubject 


now. But they all ſpake of Jeſus, the Son of God, 
_ the promiſed Saviour. They name the place in which 
| he ſhould be born; they likewiſe deſcribe his ſuf. 
| ferings on earth, and the cruel death he endured from 
this very people, who had been thus highly favoured | 
of God; all this has come to paſs. They alſo 
| foretold that God would caſt off this people as a na- 
tion, for their great wickedneſs in killing his own 
dear Son, which took place ot ſorty Ju er 


the death of Jefus. 
Africus, Then Got had no * when he caft 


the Jews off ef 
Britamns. God never left himſelf without a' 
people ; for he raiſed up a much greater multitude to 
| ſerve him, many even from this devoted nation; for 
when Jeſus aſcended into heaven, he poured out his 

Spirit on his friends, who had attended him while 
on earth. They were called his diſciples and apoſtles. 

And they had a command from their divine Maſter 

to preach the goſpel in all nations, beginning at Je- 
 roſalem, the city of the Jews, that very city, where 
EY * 


N IS. 


he had been tried and copdemned; and at, one time, 
while Peter, one of che apoſtles, was, {peaking to. 
chem of Jeſus, whom they had crucified, heing e, 
Lord of life and glory, and the only way of ſal vation, 
three thouſand believed on him, and afferwards many 
more believed. We have alſo an account of che tra- * 1 
vels of the apoltles into different\nations, and their 
ſucceſs among them. From the apoſtles days all who 
profeſs to 5 in Je 2 have been called | 
Chriſtians, 
Africus. Do you 2 ben that * what 

God will further do in the world ? | | 

Brita. Les, we do; 8 Nee 
preſsly told that all nations ſhall ſerve God; that 
every knee ſhall bow to him; that love and good- 
will to each other ſhall poſleſs every breaſt ; that na- 
tions ſhall learn, war no more; but that they ſhall 
turn their ſpears into pruning-hooks, and their {words - 
into ploughſhares, and that all, from the leaſt to 
the greateſt, ſhall bow to the ſceptre of Jeſus. 

Africus, What! my country too? 

_ Britannus. Your country as certainly as any * 
country. Nay, it is expreſsly ſaid of a country, whoſe 
inhabitants are black, that it ſhould ftretch out its 
hands unto God, 

Africus. What, the black men's 3 talked  - 
of in that book! I am. glad, Iam glad! I will ſtretch 


* Compare Jeremiah xiii, 23. with Pſahn laviii. 31. 
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oat niy hands untd God! I will pray to God to teach 
me, wilt" pray to God to teach all my ebuntrymen 
td lobe H N 1 n in that book, 1 will 
ee ns 10“, tt Rif ia bw 

Immun. 1 Thave not told yon half, nor 4 quarter, 
of the precigus things therein contained; But we wilt 
| rate nas ei that ſubect 10 we have' oppottunity. 
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Africuz, fe * HAVE been thinking; N —— 
it was that a great nation ſhould riſe from one man. 


Was be king over them? I have forgot his name. 


Britgznus, You mean Abraham. He was nots | 


king. but he was renowned for din faith. I 

Alricus. What is faith 2 bo! 

- Britgunns, Faith is raking God at his word, be. 
lieviag that He will do the thing which he has {aid 
he will do. 

Africus, And what 4 God ſay he would 40 ſor 
Abraham, 1 

Brigannus, He told him that he ſhould have a fon 
by his wife Sarah, who was very old, and that fram 
this ſon ſhould ariſe a people, for multitude, as the 
ſand on the ſea ſſiore. 


Africus. Did God tell him ſa by chat book you , 


call the Bible ? , 

Britangrus. No. In thoſe early times chere was 
no written word from God, but, God. uſed. to appear 
to his choſen net and, as Abraham was ſitting at 

D 2 ? his 


dis tent door, three angels came to him, in the form 
of men. By Abrabam's manner of ſpeaking to one 
of them, we can have no doubt but he knew him to 
Wo be God. Jeſus Chriſt thus appeared to many of his 
iS people uf old; ee ee ee fo's wan 
would to his friend. 
Ain. Did he tell him any thing more than 
about his — a ſon, and becoming a great 
nation? : 
Fun. be There wers ſome vely wicked 
thwns In Abraham's neighbourhood, one 'of which 
was called Sodom, where ſome of his relations lived, 
And the Lord told him that the wickedneſs of thoſe 
places was ſo great that he was about to deſtroy 
them with fire and brimſtone. And Abraham ſaid, 
Wilt thou alſo deſtroy the righteous with the wicked? 
If there ſhould be found fifty righteous therein, 
wilt not thou ſpare the city for their ſakes? And the 
Lord ſaid, If I find fifty, I will ſpare the city for 
their ſakes. . And Abraham ſaid, Behold now, 1 
have taken upon me to ſpeak to the Lord, who am 
but duſt and aſhes ; If there ſhould lack five. The 
Lord promiſed that he would not deſtroy it, if forty 
and five were found therein. Abraham yentured to 
plead, if there ſhould” be but forty ; and again, if 
there ſhould be but thirty. And the Lord ſaid, He 
would not do it if he found thirty there.” Abraham 
T5 ſaid, If, peradventure, twenty ſhould be found there. 
1 And he ſaid, I will not deſtroy it for twenty's ſake. 


£ 29 1 

| 100 Abraham ſaid, Oh, let not the Lond dean 
and Tü will ſpeak but this once; If ten ſhould, be. | 
found there. And. he ſaid, Lwill not deſtroy it tor 4 
ten's ſake. . And the Lord went his r 

 Africus. I am all wonder and ſurpriſe, that God 

ſhould permit man thus to talk with him! 1 wiſh we 
could. converſe with God as Abraham did. 1 vi 
be would come down now, and talk to you and me. 

 Britanzus. Though God. does not now. viſit his. 8 
people in the ſame way as he did Abraham, yet we 
may do as Abraham did; Ne nor; race wh 
God. 

Africus, But how.do you know chat he will * 

us:! 

Brizganzs. Becauſe he has promiſed to 4 for He. 
has ſaid, Call upon me, and I will hear and anſwer. 

Africus.. How can he hear ſuch a great way off A 
You fa ay God lives in heaven. 

Britannus. The heaven of heavens cannot contain 
him. He is every where: he is nigh unto every one 
of us, and knoweth our very thoughts. | 

Africus, If you-ſpeak to God, how does he a an- 
ſwer you? 

| Britannus, By various ways: ſometimes by his 
own word, recorded in this book ; ſometimes by his 
providence. 

Africus. What do you mean by de; 

Britaunur. Providence is God's providing for his 
people; his care over them, | 

| D 3 Aficus. 


n * : * 
1 "a 7 , | 
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"Hf 15 Now itt: me boy be anſwers you by 1. 
ond? ent, v 14 Ml 71414 

i CC myſelf a very ignorant creature, 

as to the things of God, therefore I find it needful 


dilly ts Veg of God. to inſtruct me; and, when I 


read” this book, I find, to my unſpeakable comfort, 
that God has promiſed he will, in theſe words, I 
will inſtruct thee, and teach thee in the way which 
thou woaldt 8⁰ I mo Suide thee with mine 
eye. Ane 

As. To be fure that is an anſwer; but how” 
r his providence ? ? | 

Britamus. In many ways, as" give you a 


| variety of accounts, how God's people have been de- 
livered and provided for, when they ſought the Lord. 

The word of God abounds with his goodneſs to his 

: people. The people of Iſtael were once in immi- 


nent danger. They were purſued by an enemy who 


overtook them, at a place where there was no poflible 


way of eſcape: the ſea before them, mountains on 
each fide, and the enemy behind. In this difficulty, 


Moſes, their leader, cried unto God. And Moſes 


ſaid unto the people, Stand ſtill, and ſee the ſalvation 


of the Lord. And God made them a path in the 


midſt of the fea; he cauſed the waters to ſeparate, 
and become as a -wall on each ide of them, ſo that 


they paſſed over on dry ground. ; 
Africus. But by the fame path the enemy might 
* them. 


Britannus. 


* 


1 | 
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11 80 they aid: They went in, Te 
came out; for no ſooner had the people of God 
reached the oppoſite ſhore, than the waters, which 


dad fulflled their Maker's commands, returned 


with full force on their purſuing enemy, and over- 
whelmed them in the great deep. 
 Africus, This was a great deliverance! | 
Britannus. I could take up the time till midnighe 
in relating. ſimilar inſtances out of this book; but 
this may ſuffice for the preſent, to ſhew how God 
provides for his people: for he has promiſed that 
thoſe that fear him ſhall not want any good thing. 
Afri. Then who provides for wicked people? 
Britannus, God. He giveth his rain to the evil 
and to the good, to the juſt and to the unjuſt : the 
ſame rain waters their lands, and makes them fruit-. 
ful; nay, the wicked often live on the fat of the land, 
and become the oppreſſors of God's people. But we 
ſhall have more to ſay on this ſubjeR at a future time. 
Afra. We have almoſt forgot Sodom ; but to 
be ſure it was ſpared. . y 
Britannus. No, it was not; for-there were not 
found ten righteous perſons in it. One good man, 
named Lot, and his family, reſided there. 
| Africus, Did he then periſh with the reſt? _ © 
 Britannus, No. God knoweth how to deliver the . 
godly, when he cometh to judge the wicked. He 
ſent two angels to Sodom, to tell Lot that the city 
would be deſtroyed with fire and brimſtone, and that 
| he 
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| he | molt eſcape. for NE . and his wiſe, 
and, his two daughters, went with the angels out of 
8 the. city. he angels then told them to eſcape toa 
Me city, called Zoar, which ſhould be ſpared for, 
their ſakes, and  cautianed them, not to lopk. back: 
but Lot's wife, ; heedleſs of the words of the, angels, 
looked back, and, far her diſobedience, was turned 

inp Pillay, of falt. And the Lord rained down fire 

and bripiſtone 409 Sodom and. u. and; de- 


75 them. | . i 
Gol foes not deal thus ein with all 


Britanmy. Not i in this n but, if they 7 
|; EY die i in their ſins, everlaſting burnings will be 
their portion. "But we will now return to Abraham, 
who. had a ſon. by, Sarah, whom, he named Iſaac. 
Ifaac had. two ſong, Eſau and Jacob, Eſau was the, 
favourite of, his father, and acob of his mother. 
Iſaaę, when he became old, thinking his death near, 
told [Eco 1 to prepare him ſome veniſon. to eat, that 
he might be ſtrengthened; and then his ſoul ſhould , 
bleſs him. Jacob, at the ſuggeſtion, of his mother. 
obtained, by craft, the bleſſing which Iſaac bad de- 7 
| fGgned for Eſau. 
5 Afri, But did not Iſaac revoke. it 2. 
Britanzns, No; for Iſaac knew it was from. the 
| Lord that he bad ſpoken: but Eſau hated Jacob. for | 
a it, and determined to be rexenged, by, ſlaying him , 
as [Toon 4 as his father Was dead, a 
/ | Africus. 
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Afr. That was very right; o brave Kut 

Britannes, Ah, my dear Africus! that malen: 
ſpirit of revenge fill lurks within you. 

 Afrieus, So you would let any one rob you of what 
was your right, and never ſeek to be revenged. My 
blood boils ! You ſhall 1 never 2x me ſuch a piriful 
fellow. 8 

| Britamus. That men is moſt 5 brave who can 
forgive injuries. You might conquer your adverſary, 
but the other would conquer himſelf; and there is 
more honour 1 in e * paſſions than f in Dlay- 
ing men. | | 

" Africus, But did Jacob eſcape? 2. | 

Britannus, His mother, hearing what Eſau threat- 
ened, ſent Jacob away to her > mae who en at 
a great diſtance. - : 

Africus. Was Jacob a good man? 

' Britannus. He was afterwards, I am not certain 
that he was at this time ; but if we ſuppoſe him to 
have been ſo, that does not Tuſtify his practiſing 
deceit. | 

Africus, How could he do lo baſe an action? 

Britannus. Good people are not always free from 
bad actions. 

. Africus. Then God does not notice their fins. If 
that is the caſe, we Africans have better notions of 
Jod than you have; for u we believe Sod never no- 
tices ſin at all. 

Britannus. Pray, Africug, if you ſaw me ſtealing 

2 your 
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your neighbour” s property, and neither warned me 
| of th the evil of my conduct, nor prevented 1 me from do- 
ing it, would not you be a partaſcer in my eine? 
.  Africus. Met certainly I ſhould, _ 
. Britagn. Then, by. the ſame reaſoning, you 
ke God a partaker in t the crimes of all mapkind; 
for his eye i 1s ever "preſent on all the actions of every 
r | 
Hen, Now, Britannys, you wake matters worſe, 
Has Gd ever warned us of ous evil ways, or pre- 


 vemed us from. doing evil? 
'Britanzns, In this Bible, God tells us his mind 


concerning fin, how hateful it is to, him, and. the 
5 ppniſhment. he will infli& on them that commit, it; 
to his own, people he. has 1 he will viſit their fins 
AT iripes, nevertheleſs, his loving-kindneds he will 
not utterly take from them. 
Adieu, But yoy own. that God * us Africans, 
and, he : has never_ told. us any thing about i it. 5 
Enterne, „ Bat, have not, you a ſomething within 
yourſelves that tells you certain actions are wicked ? 
For you cannot think it good to ſteal your neighbgpr's 
A get drunk, nit. adultery, and ſuch like 
* 


Aan, Certainly, theſe thipgs,muſt be wicked. 
; © Britanmus, , Who  ipplapted the idea of the ey il of 


theſe things in,youn minds ? 2 . 
Africus. I never gave it a thought. 


daham, Way if ost God? then, how, will i 


be 


WET. 


will it be juſt or unjuſt in God to puniſh — . 

Aﬀricus., 1 think i. it muſt be juſt ; but you l ſo 
much more than 1 do, char cannot tell how to talk 
to you. | 

Britannus. God will be jut to every creature ; 

God of all the earth will do that which is Rake and 
if he had not prevented you Africans from commirting 
all the wickedneſs which is in your hearts, you would, 
long ere' now, have deſtroyed one another. Hare 
you not known, Africus, inſtances where ſome of 
your people have planned to murder ſuch and ſuch 
perſons out of revenge, and have been prevented from 
doing it? 

Africus. © I have; their will was todo it, but they 
were prevented by ſome chance or accident. 

 Britannus. Now what you call chance, or acci- 
dent, we call providence. It was God's care over 
thoſe. perſons, that prevented the one from being 
' murdered, and the other from being murderers. 
Wicked people know not how much they are in- 
debted to God: nay, every good thing they enjoy 
is from him, though they will not acknowledge it, 
which will make their condemnation the greater 
hereafter. 

Africus. thought i it was mere chance that brought 
you and me together ; but now you make me think 
it was God that led your mind to go to the ſpot 

where 


4 


„ NCAA · Geo eee. tm i 9s 


9 


8 great things which you have told 


* 


Prey done by chance. We {ot 


, out the permiſſion of God. 


” * » 
: do you think it was Bri. 


* 


4 


Ls. 
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Africus. I ſhall ever love you, 


- 


* _ * N _ 


to know more. P 
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a =— >” 7 od. * 1 Foy * * — LF "3 * * 
ng. | | 
. . 
meet = „ * = 
- - 1 _ 
* 3 hard TS 7 1.2 #2 FA TI + A x {5 + =. my D 
» 5 Pa l. - * * . 4 % 71 L , 
= : * 
: . = . 4 * 1 
* + - * * . : » 4 8 4 
1 2 * 4. © 1 2 4 # ® : % 1 96 1 *. 
4 3 eit 2 e 1 Va " 3 11 * 4 = FIBIRS 3? hd 
1 * 5 
* - * "= 7 | * . 
1 A. a . 
« . 13 9 1 $248 „ " l , +44 & | 7 <a, FRY — R 
2% £3 Sap & 4-*.7 > ＋ꝓ44 $f #40 . « #2 £ - 114 4 # 3 
* 7 P 
1 f ves : * 
77 181 K 7" TY 3 EL ieee 0 18 
4 : 44ĩ˙ Os a 28 & : W 4 3.3 %- 
ow” * * 
: 
* * * * * 
Pp & 1 * &% 
4 k 5 
— 4 
* 
* 9 ® P : , 4 
" $4 - . # ? 4 
E * * * F 
n |» * 3 is * 
* 
* 2 
% oc 
1 , s 1 198 
0 % » 47 * 11. 4 
= 
. * „ 0 
* 2. * 4 * * 4 . - Li 
Oh 1 * "24 4 y * - = - 
* 
- ky n 8 . . 
- - 7 x * 7 9 "4 — 
” , ” $ - 
4 
6 - ” 4 a 2 
4 ; 2 % , F 4 
4 © F 
? A . . 4 P be * - 
% i 
m * * F 4 - 7 
. ” * 
1 2 _ PP 8 7 = U P 4 o 
ry * . « 
* - * + 4 * 1 
- | % * . 
Cs ** 4 . p 1 —— - . \ — : 
: * q +. 5 
@ . 
- * « N W271 4 9 * 4 6 4 ” * F U 6 
1 — w — = 1 * Jen 4 + 
* e * 
4 9 n ” > © 
0 . x. 1 _ . 
= 4 = 4 , 1 
- - * 
. - * 
— ; + : : £ * 
" . 


47 


4 7 
A * - 


% 


* 


. Were * no- 
t move a limb with. 


> +þ > 5 £41 14 05 87 


- 
$ 


Britannus, for the 
. I want 


FS : 58, 


3 — £4. 5 


9 ” 


bjedt at « our next 


co ERSAT. TON 


py $4494 
- 
a 
— + 9 
0 * 
* * 
K F "IF , * 1 
* 
* 
F 


4 


CONVERSATION TEE FIFTH. © 


Africus, W HERE do you think I have been 
this morning? Black Ned took me to a place where 
a great many blacks were met together ; and one of 
NG Es Ge CO: 
that you talk to me. ; 
Britaumus. This is the 3 


© Africus. What! blacks as well as whites? 

Britannus. Yes ; the blacks that know and love 
God, will keep his commandments. And God has 
commanded all people to keep holy the ſabbath day. 
Ned will take you again in the afternoon. 

Africus. And the children had books, and they 
ſung ; but how could they tell what was in the 
books ? I have looked in Ned's books, but I can't 


® ſpeak out of them as he does, 


Britanumee. Both Ned and the children have been 
taught to read, 1 will take you to-morrow to the 
E ſchools 


153) 


ſchools in Free Town, where you may ſee FR or 
four hundred children engaged at their books.* © 
Africus. Where was you this morning? 
_. Britamus. With my friend, who continues very 
all ; but I intend to hear our black friend in the al. 
ternoon. ; 9 5 x 
 Africus. But you will ftay a little while with 
me, Britannus, and teach me more of * great 
things you know. . 
___ Britannus. My dear Africus, ae ct after 
knowledge gives me the ſtrongeſt ſenſations of plea- 
ſure. What was the laſt 128985 of our conyer- 
_ Cation? 
Africus. We were talking about Thee,” 
Britannus. Jacob went to Laban, his mother's 
brother. Laban had two daughters, Leah and 
Rachel ; and Jacob loved Rachel. Laban conſented 
to their marriage, but deceived him by giving him 
his eldeſt daughter Leah. Thus God puniſhed him 
for deceiving his father; for it is ſaid in the word of 
| God, As ye mete unto others, it ſhall be meted 
unto you. Jacob then offered to ſerve him ſeven 
years for Rachel, and he gave him Rachel alſo. 
Theſe two fiſters, out of vexation to each other, 
gave him their maid ſervants to be his wives; fo 
Jacob had four wives. 6 
Africu. Then we are like Jacob, having as 
| | many 


* See Sierra Leone Reports, page 152. 
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many wives as * ſo that in this we are not 
| _ -wrong, becauſe the good men of old did fo, 

Britannus. It does not prove a thing to be right 
becauſe a good man has done it. We muſt ſee whe- 
ther it is a thing approved of by God. If God 
thought it moſt for the happineſs of men to have 
a number of wives, he certainly would have given 
Adam more than one. Before the coming of Chriſt, 
this matter was not fully underſtood; but He has 
abſolutely forbid a man to have more wives than 
one, and has ſet forth to us the purity and happineſs 
of the marriage ſtate, in the union of two perſons 
who” become one in affection and intereſt. And 
where the law of marriage, firſt inſtituted by God, 
has been broken, there has been very little happi- 
neſs. Jacob had continually domeſtic quarrels in his 
family. After he had been many years with his 
father-in-law, and had eleven ſons by his four 
wives, he departed with all his family to return to 
his own country. Jacob ſent meſſengers to Eſau, 
to inform him of his return, hoping to find favour 
in his eyes; but he, without returning any anſwer, 
ſet out to meet him with four hundred men. And 
Jacob was afraid. 4p 

Afrieus. Jacob muſt flee again, or be cut to 
pieces, he and all his children. 

Britannus, No, he did not flee ; for he undertook 
this journey at the command of God ; therefore he 
| dic not turn back; but he took methods to appeaſe 

| * 2 his 


22 


{6 40 * 
his brother's anger, by ſending forwards preſents of 


| © herds and cattle : and he arranged his family in 
order to meet him; the maid ſeryants and their 


children firſt ; Leah and her children next; and, 


| laſt: of all, his beloved wife Rachel, and her ſon 


Joſeph. . | 

85 — Why did he thus place them 2 

.  Britannus. hat if Eſau ſhould flay the firſt com- 
pany, the others might eſcape ; yet he did not truſt 
to all this, but made his cauſe known to God, and 


prayed to God to deliver him from the hand of his 


brother; and the Lord heard his prayer, and 
changed his name from Jacob to Iſrael. In the 


morning he ſaw Eſau and his four hundred men, 
And Jacob went on before his family. And Eſau 
ran to meet him, and fell on his neck, and kiſſed 


him : and- they both wept. And he ſaid, Whoſe 


are thoſe with thee ? Jacob anſwered, The children 
which God hath graciouſly given me. Eſau offered 
to aceompany him the reſt of the journey, which 
- Jacob declined, as it would detain him too long ; for 
they travelled ſlowly on account of the children and 
cattle... Thus they parted amicably. Now, my 


dear Africus, tell me freely, whether you really 


think Eſau would have appeared more amiable if he 


had flain his brother ? Would it have been a 


lovely fight, to have ſeen a brother weltering in 
his blood, and the mothers and children ſcattered up 
and down, a prey to the ſword of his followers? 


Now . 


64 
„eme 
dies, ſatiating his revenge! $51 
Africus. Stop, ——— 
doſely. I never took ſuch a view of the conſe- 
quences of revenge; IEP ROY 

Britammus. You foo how: God can ſubdue; ile dif- 
poſition of man's heart, in anſwer to the prayer of 
his people. Jacob and Eſau appear ever after to have 


| lived in friendſhip with each other. Jacob loſt his 


beloved wife Rachel, before he reached his home. 
She died after preſenting him with another ſon, 
whom his father named Benjamin. Some years - 
after, Jacob had freſh troubles in his family from 
the diſagreement of his children. Joſeph was his 
father's favourite, which made his brethren hate 
bim; and they determined to get rid of him, One 
day his father ſent him into the field to enquire 
after their welfare. No ſooner did they obſerve 
him coming, than they conſpired to take away his 
life. And they ſeized on him and put him in a pit, 
intending to leave him there to periſh ;” but ſome 
travellers coming by, they took him up, and ſold 
him for a ſlave. He was about ſeyenteen years of age. 
Africus. That is juſt as our people do; if they 
are offended, they will ſell each other for ſlaves. 

To what country did they take him ? 
Britannus. Into Egypt; and ſold him t to the 
captain of the king's guard: but God was with 
E 3 him : 


„ — 


( 42 ) 
- ad n erp hogs bid ths put his hands to | 


| proſpered ; ſo that he was highly eſteemed by his 


maſter, who committed every thing to his care. 
But his maſter's wife ſtrove to draw him from the 
path of 'virtue, but could not-prevail : for he ſaid, 
How can I do this great wickedneſs, and fin againſt 
God ? This excited his miſtreſs's hatred ; and, to 
take full revenge, ſhe accuſed him to her huſband of 
attempting to commit that crime which his ſoul ab- 
horred. And his maſter caſt him into priſon. 


An. But how was it, Britannus, that God 


ſhould let him, who was innocent, be caſt into pri- 
fon ? He could have prevented it. 1 
Brita. God meant to do him good by it; for 


we have an aſſurance in this book, that all things 
mall work together for good to them that love God. 
In the hiſtory of his people this promiſe is confirmed, 


Afri. Tell me how it was fulfilled to Joſeph ? 
© Britannus, The blefling of God was with him, 


: r favour with the keeper. Some time 
| after, there was committed to the ſame priſon, the 


king's chief butler and baker. They each dreamed 


a dream, which Joſeph interpreted; three days after 


which, the butler was reſtored to his office, and the 
baker was hanged, as Joſeph had predicted. Two 
years after, the king had two dreams, which none 


of the wiſe men of Egypt could interpret. Then 
the butler informed king Pharaoh of Joſeph, who 


had interpreted his and the baker's dreams, The 
, | 29 king 


139 
king immediately ſent for Joſeph, and ſaid unto hint, 
I find thou underſtandeſt and canſt interpret dreams. 
Joſeph anſwered the king, ſaying, It is not in me: 
God ſhall give Pharaoh an anſwer of peace. The king 
then told him his dreams : That, as he was ſtanding 
by the river, ſeven fat-fleſhed kine aroſe, and after 
them ſeven lean kine, which devoured the fat kine. © 
The other dream was of ſeven ears of good corn, and 
after them ſprang up ſeven ears of thin corn, which 
devoured the good ears. And Joſeph ſaid, The 
dreams are one, God hath ſhewed Pharaoh what he 
is about to do: and that the dream was doubled, 
is, becauſe the thing is eſtabliſhed by God ; and God 
will bring it to paſs. The ſeven good kine and 
good ears are ſeven years of plenty, which ſhall be 
throughout all the land of Egypt ; and the thin 
kine and blaſted ears are ſeven years of famine, 
which ſhall conſume the land ; and the plenty ſhall 
be forgotten, on account of the grievouſneſs of the 
famine. Joſeph then adviſed the king to ſet a wiſe 
man over the land of Egypt, to gather up the corn 
into ſtore-houſes, againſt the years of famine, And 
the king ſet Joſeph over all the land of Egypt, and 
took off a ring from his own hand, and put it on 
Joſeph's hand, and arrayed him in, veſtures of fine 
linen, and made him ride in his ſecond chariot, _ 

Africus. Who could have thought that all this 
ſhould have ariſen from his being put in priſon! how j 


26 
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tw; ; that there yet remained five years of famine ; 


(4) © 


"” - hippy ie ab bees made his father i he col 
| have known it! bo 


- Britauans.. | His brothers had nn be. 
een for they had taken his coat 
from him, and killed a kid, and dipped it in the 
blood, and carried it to their father, who, on ſeeing 
it, faid, Joſeph is no more; ſome evil beaſt hath de. 


thought of what he might be ſuffering in a diſtant 
country. Ah, my- fifter! perhaps you may now be 


_ fiek l no kind mother, father, fiſter, or brother, to 
A ttend you l no; yon are torn from all theſe! hut 
* P and are' no 


more! 
Britannns. My dear  Africus, e 


. this painful ſubjeR. - Bat let us return to Joſeph, 


who ſtored up corn in the years of plenty: and 
when the famine came on, he ſold out of the ftore- 


' houſes to the people. And the famine extended to 
the land of Canaan. Then Jacob ſent his ſons 


down into Egypt to buy corn, And when Joſeph 


ſaw them he knew them immediately, but did not 


make himſelf known to them, till the ſecond time 
of their coming. Then, inſtead of reproaching 
them for ſelling him, he told them not to be grieved 


or angry with themſelves that they ſold him; for 


God had ſent him before them to preſerve their 


and 


6 


and that he would nouriſh them and their cha, | 
if they would come to Egypt. 

Africus. What a forgiving temper! I fear I could 
not act ſo: if the wretches that took my ſiſter were 
before me, I ſhould be ready to pierce them through 
the heart. Forgive me, Britannus: this ſtory 
forces her on my mint. 

Britonnus. We will haſten to a BARE VR | 
When the king heard that Joſeph's brethren were 
come, he ſent for-Joſeph, and gave him full autho- 
rity to ſend for his father and all his family, and 

ſettle them in the beſt of the land of Egypt. And 

Jeſeph appointed Goſhen for them. And Jacob 
came into Egypt, and ſaw his beloved ſon Joſeph. 
Jacob lived ſeventeen years in Egypt. On his death · 
bed he bleſſed each of his ſons, giving a prophetic 
deſcription of their deſcendants; And the children 
of Iſrael increaſed and multiplied, 


CONVERSATION 


Joſeph's death, there aroſe a king in Egypt, whe 
knew not Joſeph. And the Ifraclites multiplied ex- 
- ceedingly, ſo that they filled the land, which made 
_ this wicked king jealous. And he oppreſſed them 
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| Britqunus. Now, Africus, I will perform my 
| promiſe. of giving you an account of the oppreflions 


of the 'wicked, when power is on their fide. After 


with hard labour to weaken them; but the more 


they were oppreſſed, the more they grew and mul- 


tiplied. And he ordered all their male children to 


be caſt into the river; in which time, Moſes was 


born, but was preſerved from being drowned by 


| Pharaoh's daughter, who took him and adopted him 


for her own ſon; ſo that he was brought up in 
Pharaoh's court. 

Africus, Did he forget his brethren that were 
ſuffering ſuch hardſhips ? 

Britannus. He appears to have felt for them : for 
one day, as he was looking on their burdens, he ſaw 
an Egyptian — one of them. This rouſed his 

indignation. 


414) - 


8 and 0 flew the Egyptian, and hid 
him in the ſand. The next day, he ſaw two of his 
own people ſtriving. And he reproved him that did 
the wrong, who replied, Who made thee a prince or 
a ruler over us? wilt thou kill me as thou didſt the 
Egyptian? From this, Moſes feared the thing was 
known, And when the king heard of it, he ſought 
to ſlay him. But Moſes fled to Midian, where he 
ſettled, and continued forty years. 
|  A4frieus. Then Moſes knew nothing more of the 
- oppreflions of his people. 

Britannus. Not lite was infecined of ic by Get 
humſelf, who appeared to. him, as he was keeping 
His father-in-law's ſheep on Mount Horeb. - 

Africus. How did he appear to him? | 

Britaznus. In a flame of fire, out of the midſt of 
a buſh: but the buſh was not conſumed. Moſes was 
gazing in aſtoniſhment, to ſee the buſh burn and not 

conſume, when God called to him by name, out of 
the midſt of the buſh, ' And the Lord ſaid, I have 

ſeen the afflictions of my people which are in Egypt, 
and I have heard their cry: I know their ſorrows, 
and am come down to deliver them, to bring them 
out of the land of the Egyptians, unto a land flowing 
with milk and honey. Come, and I will-ſend thee 
unto Pharaoh, that thou mayeſt bring out my people : 
for thoſe that ſought thy life are dead. But Moſes 
ſaid, Who am I that I ſhould go to bring the children 
of Iſrael out of Egypt? The anſwer God: gave him 


was, 


a requeſt as that. 


48) 


Kian Moſes further enquired © 


what 'he ſhould ſay to his people, to ſatisfy them that 


tze Lord had ſent him. God then told him what to 
ay to them, and aſfured him chat they would hearken 


to his voice; and that he and the Elders of Iſrael 


. muſt go in unto Pharaoh; and that they muſt be- 


ſeech the king to let them go three day's journey into 
the wilderneſs, to row ago eee een 


* Africus. - The king certainly would not refuſe fch 


Bram. All things are known to God: and he 


informed Moſes, that Pharaoh would not let them 
go, till he had ſtretehed out his hand, and ſmote 


Egypt with all his wonders ; and after that, he would 


haſten their departure. But Moſes was ſtill fearful 
that the people would not believe him. And he had 


a rod in his hand. And God bid him caſt it on the 
ground: and it became a ſerpent, and Moſes fled. 
Then God bid him take it up by the tail, and it be- 


came a rod in his hand. Moſes, ftill fearful he was 
not fit for the undertaking, ſaid, -Q my Lord, I am 


not an eloquent man, but flow of ſpeech. And the 


Lord ſaid, Who hath made man's mouth? or, who 


maketh- the dumb, or deaf, or the ſeeing, or the 
blind ? have not I, the Lord? therefore go; I will 
be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou ſhalt 


| ſay. You ſee, Africus, how God governs the world; 


chat it is God 2 acts in his creatures; he rules and 
guides 


N 


guides the powers of man, taperformall his pleafore.. 


Though there may be great difficulties in the way, - 
God will remove all obſtacles. This belief has in- 
duced my friend and myſelf to encounter the burning 
heats of Africa, that we might have an opportunity, 
of imparting to its inhabitants the knowledge of thoſe 
- glorious truths, which are able to make * wiſe 


unto ſalvation. 


Africus, Then we ſhall be like new creatures: 


for I feel that I was very little better than a brute 
beaſt, without- any knowledge of God, or love to- 
him. I am ſure I knew nothing before I ſaw you, 


which upon reflection afforded any pleaſure to my 


mind; and now I am very confuſed in my thoughts. 

- Britannus. You are right, Africus, for thoſe who 
lire without God in the world do much reſemble the 
beaſts, whoſe heads are always pointed downwards, 
to ſee what they ſhall eat, and what they ſhall drink: 


fo worldly men have their whole thoughts bending 


to the things of this world, and the pleaſures thereof; 
while the children of God ſoar above: in contem- 
- plating of God all their powers expand, and the 


world appears to them as droſs and dung in com- 


pariſon: of the excellency which is in Can Jeſus 
their Lord, 
* Africus: Did Moſes go and deliver God's s meſſage 
to Pharaoh ? . N 
Britannus. He did :. and God commanded him to 


take with him Aaron his brother. But Pharaoh 


F would 


8 8 1 


2 would not hearken to them, but ſaid, Who is the 
Lord, that I ſhould obey his voice to let Iſrael go? 
I know not the Lord, neither will I let Iſrael go. 


And Pharaoh increaſed their burdens ; and the II. 


 raclites were greatly diſtreſſed. Moſes complained 


to the Lord, that, fince he had been with Pharaoh, 


_ things went worſe with his people. But the Lord 
bade him inform the people; that he would redeem 


them with a ſtretched-out arm, and with great judg- 
ments, and that they ſhould know that he was the 


Lord their God, when he had brought them from 


under the burdens of the Egyptians, and given them 
that land which he had promiſed to Abraham, Iſaac, 


and Jacob, 


Africus. This muſt rejoice their hearts. 

 Britannus, The anguiſh of their ſpirits was ſuch, . 
that they could not receive the conſolations of theſe 
great promiſes. Pharaoh ftill refuſing to let the 
people go, God brought on Egypt ſore plagues ; and 
though Pharaoh had confidently ſaid, that he would 
not obey the voice of the Lord, he could not reſiſt 
his power. This proud king was obliged to intreat | 
Moſes to intercede with God, to remove the plagues 
inflited on him and his people, promiſing to grant 


their requeſt; but, no ſooner were they removed 


than his heart was hardened, and he would not let 
them go. Then God brought one plague after ano- 


ther, till they amounted to ten in-number. 


| Afriem. Ip tell n me what the plagues were ? 
Britannus. 


EE | a 


Been The firſt was ming the user of fs 
river into blood, ſo that they could not drink it. 
The ſecond was that of frogs, which came in ſuch 
abundance that they were on their tables and beds. 

The third was lice on man and beaſt. The fourth 
was ſwarms of flies, that filled their houſes and the 
whole land, | | 
Africus. Then the children of Iſrael muſt ſuffer 
with them, 

den God made a difference between his 
people and the Egyptians, for there were no flies in 
Goſhen. "The fifth was a diſorder among the cattle, 
of which numbers died. The fixth- touched their 
own perſons; for there were boils on man and 
beaſt. The ſeventh was a dreadful ſtorm of thunder 
and hail, mingled with fire, which deſtroyed all that 
was in the field, both man and beaſt, The eighth 
was locuſts, which eat up the herbs of the field that 


the hail had left, The ninth was darkneſs all over 


the land of Egypt; and they ſaw not one another for 
three days, neither roſe any from his place: but 
the children of Iſrael had light in all their dwellings. 
Africus. What dreadful judgments they endured ! 
 Britannus. But the tenth was ſtill more dreadful. -- 
And the Lord commanded Moſes and Aaron to col- 
lect the children of Iſrael together, and inform. them 
what he would do unto the Egyptians, That he 
would ſlay all the firſt-born in the land, from the 
King on the throne to the meaneſt ſubject. Then. 
| PE; Moſes, 


„ | 
Mioſes, by the command of God, ordered that every 
family of the Ifraclites ſhould take a lamb, and roaft 
* it whole, and eat it with bitter herbs ; and that they 
tmould take of the blood, and ſprinkle it on the 
-  <&ide-poſts of the door, that the angel whom God 
mould ſend to deſtroy the firſt-born of the Egyptians, 
| ſeeing the blood, might paſs over that door, and 
not enter to deſtroy. - 
Africus. Was that as a charm? for we uſe charms, 
Briamm. No: God has forbidden his people to 
deal in witchcraft, or charms of any kind. It was 
not intended to appeaſe the deſtroying angel; but as 
a fign appointed by God, that he was to paſs over 
thoſe who dwelt in the houſes ſprinkled with the 
blood. It is likewiſe a lively repreſentation of Jeſus 
' Chriſt, who is called, The Lamb of God, and was 
Nin for us, that thoſe who put their truſt in him for 
ſalvation, may 12 preſerved _—_ the deſtroyer of 
mankind. 
Africus. Do you mean the devil? 
Bam. Ves: for he goeth about like a roaring | 
lion ſeeking whom he may devour. | 
- Africus. Then you are not afraid of the devil; for 
he will not attempt to do you harm. 
Britanmes. We have reaſon to fear him: for thoſe 
whom he can't deftroy he will diſtreſs, by drawing 
them into fin, which makes God angry with them. 
Africus. What do you do to keep him away? 
Brita. God has told us what to do. He has 
bid us reſiſt the devil.  Afris. Wn 


2 — F Ä 
— 1 * - — 9— 4 N 
1 - * * b 4 . * — a - [a 7 1 2 - 
4 6 Ws . * N - ** . a ng) * 2 * F 4 5 4 l % 
— o # POE 


6 8 
1 * do you reſiſt him? 
| Britannus, By drawing near to God in prayer par 
ſupplication ; for God has promiſed to draw near to- 
thoſe that ſeek him: and when God. is preſent the 
devil flees. But we have wandered from our ſubject. 
At midnight the Lord deſtroyed all the firſt-born of 
Egypt : there was not a houſe in which there was not 
one dead. Thus God puniſhed Pharach and the 
Egyptians for their cruel oppreſſion of the Iſraelites. | 

Africu. And why does not God ſerve your nation 
ſo, for ſending people to tear us from our country 
and beloved relations, and carry us away for ſlaves ? 
for that is worſe than what Pharaoh did. 

Britannus. God does not always puniſh the 
wicked in this world according to their deſerts ; for 
he has reſerved a day in which he will judge the 
whole race of mankind : but plagues ten thouſand” 
times worſe than any inflicted on the Egyptians, - 
await thoſe who promote or encourage that infernal 
traffic, if not in this world, in the world to come, 
unleſs they repent. But we will proceed in our 
* hiſtory. The conſternation was general. And the 
king called for Moſes and Aaron by night, and 
haſtened their departure. And the Egyptians gave 
them whatever they required, being in haſte to ſend 
them out of the land; for they ſaid, We be all dead 
men. And the children of Iſrael journeyed. They 
were about fix hutdred thouſand men, beſides wo- 
men and children, and a mixed multitude, and 
| & hs flocks 
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flocks and herds, and much cattle. And the Lord 
went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to 
lead them by the way, and by night in a pillar of 
fire, to give them light. And they journeyed till 
- they came to the Red Sea. And Pharaoh repented 
_ that he had let Ifrael go. And he purſued them with 
a great army, andovertook them at a place in which 
they could have no way of eſcape. But, if you 
recollect, I gave you an account of their * 
through the ſea on dry ground. 
Africus. I perfectly remember it. Then it was 
Pharach and all his army that were drowned. | 
Britannus. It was: not one that went in eſcaped. 
At our next interview, I will tell 1885 more about 
the Ifraelites,. 


CONFERSATION 
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CONVERSATION THE SEVENTH. 


Britaraur. IAN not, my dear Africus, to give 
you the whole hiſtory of the children of Hrael. 
From what I have related, you cannot but aſcribe 
greatneſs to our God. You muſt ſee that his work is. 
perfect; for all his ways are juſt and without ini- 
quity. You have ſeen his judgments executed on 
the wicked. He had now led his people into the 


wilderneſs, and ſeparated them from the reft of the 


world, to be a peculiar people unto himſelf, a plant 
of his right hand planting. To this people God 
revealed his mind and will in religious matters; and 
from this period religion was eſtabliſhed. 

Africus. What is religion? 

Britannns, A rule of faith and worſhip. 

Africus, What is worſhip ? 

Britannus, Tt conſiſts in adoration, ſupplication 
for the pardon of our fins and the ſupply of our 
wants, and thankſgiving to God for all his mercies. 
In this all Chriſtians agree, but in modes they vary; 
that is, in the manner in which they addreſs God: 

: ſome 


nies, which were typical. 


| 65 56 F 
be pray to him ſtanding, others kneeling ;_ bar 


| God has ſaid, Whoſoever - offereth praiſe glorifieth 


me. The Jewiſh religion confiſted much in ceremo- | 


_ Aﬀricus. Nr A bend. * 
Britannus. It is repreſenting by a figure one thing 
Seger. The Paſcal Lamb was a type of Chriſt. 
 Africus. Why was a lamb-choſen ? 

 Britannus. There is no animal ſo generally no- 
ticed by mankind as being mild; innocent, and 
patient, particularly under ſuffering. Iſaiah, an. 


eminent prophet, ſpeaking of Chriſt in prophecy, 


ſays, He was led as a lamb to the ſlaughter, and as 
a ſheep before her ſhearers is dumb, ſo he opened 
not his mouth. Jeſus, when he was reviled, reviled 
not again; but when his enemies had vented their 
. utmoſt rage. on him, he ſaid, Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do. In other places 
in the word of God, he is mentioned under different 
Aue. Why was not Jeſus ſpoken of i 

Britamu. Herein is the wiſdom of God diſ- 
played; that while he is hid from choſe that deſire 
not the knowledge of his ways, he is clearly mani- 
feſted to his own people; for they, by comparing 
the types with the original, ſee to a certainty that 
FJeſus is He of whom the prophets ſpake: and theſe 
prophets living at different times, there could be no 


een no agreement between them: they each 
a ſpake 


; t $7 * 25 
Anke of him in a different manner as they were 
caught of God; yet all the things they ſay concern- 
ing the Meſſiah, harmonize and meet in Jeſus; ſa 
that we cannot be under any miſtake. . | 
 Africus, If J unterftand-you right, it is ike the 
puzzle L gave you the ther day, which is hid only 
to thoſe who do not know how to put it together; 
but when once they are ſhown, they never after are 
at a loſs to make each piece come to its right place. 
Britannus, I fee you can draw fimiles, but it is a 
very juſt one; for whoſoever is taught of God to 
place ſeripture with ſeripture in ts proper light, 
will find it a complete ſyſtem of knowledge; and 
if the truths contained in this bleſſed book are hid, 
they are hid to thoſe who are loſt, who, being 
blinded with pride and worldly wiſdom, never 
think it worth their while to fearch into theſe 
things: but Chriſt reveals the myſteries of his 
kingdom to his own people, who know him and 
follow him; and where he is, they will be. 
Afrieus, I wonder how we ſhould feel if God was 
to come and talk with us as he did with Moſes! ! 
Britannus, I will tell you how the children of Iſrael 
felt when God ſpake to them; and then I will leave 
you to judge for yourfelf, When they were en- 
camped before a great mountain, called Sinai, God 
informed Moſes that he would ſpeak to the people 
from thence, and that they, were to prepare for it. 
On the third day, inthe morning, there were thun- 


ders 


1 


. lightnings, and a thick cloud upon 5 
mountain, and the voice of a trumpet exceeding 
loud; and all the people in the camp trembled, 
And Moſes led the people forth to meet God: and 
they ſtood at the further part of the mountain. 5 
Africus. 1 almoſt tremble only e ber of in 
but I won't interrupt you. 

'  Britannus. The Lord deſcended upon it: and the 
whole mount quaked, and the trumpet ſounded long 
and waxed louder and louder. And God ſpake all 

- « theſe words, ſaying, I am the Lord thy God, who 
PO e eee Egypt, out of the 
Lauf of bondage. 

Thou ſhalt have no with but me. 

Thou ſhall not make to thyſelf any graven 

image, nor the likeneſs of any thing that is in 

heaven above, or in the earth beneath, or in the 
water under the earth. Thou ſhalt not bow down to 
them, nor worſhip them: for I the Lord thy God 
am a jealous God, viſiting the fins of the fathers 
upon the children, unto the third and fourth gene- 
ration of them that hate me; and ſhewing mercy unto 
' thouſands of them that love me, and * my com- 

' mandments. 
-, "Thou ſhalt not take the name of the na thy 
Ged in vain; for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltleſs that taketh his name in vain. | 
Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath-day. 
Six days ſhalt thou labour, and do all that thou 


—Y 


/ 
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laſt to do: ai fwd is the Sabbath of ne 


Lord thy God: in it thou ſhalt do no manner of 


work, thou, nor thy ſon, nor thy daughter, nor thy 


man-ſervant, nor thy maid-ſervant, nor thy cattle, nor 
the ſtranger that is within thy gates. For in fix days 


the Lord made heaven and earth, the ſea, and all 


that in them is, and refted the ſeventh day; where- 


fore the Lord bleſſed the ſabbath-day, and hallowed it. 


Honour thy father and thy mother, that thy days 
may be long in the land, which the nme 


8 giveth the. 
Thou ſhalt not kill. 
Thou ſhalt not commit adultery. 
Thou ſhalt not ſteal. 8 


Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs againſt thy 2 
bour. 


Thon ſhalt not covet thy neigtibour”s hin ic 


ſhall not covet thy neighbour's wife; nor his man- 


ſervant, nor his maid-ſervant, nor his ox, nor his 


als, nor any thing that is his. 

And the thundering, and the lightning, and the 
noiſe of the trumpet, continuing, the people were 
afraid, and removed afar off. And they ſaid to Moſes, 
Speak thou with us, and we will hear; but let not 
God ſpeak with us, leſt we die. Moſes encouraged 
them not to fear ; for God came thus to prove them, 
that his fear might keep them from ſin. Theſe laws, 
which are. ten in number, are as binding to us as if 
| God was now to deſcend and rehearſe them i in our 


Sars; 
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A; fol they contain. our duty to God and bt 
neighbour, LIES 6 
in. In what-awful majeſty God gave theſe 
laws! Ido not wonder at the people being afraid. 
_ © Dritamens. But there is a day coming in which 
be will appear more aufully to the breakers of his 
holy laws, when he will judge all the world. On: 
that day the trumpet will ſound, and the heavens 
will paſs away as a ſeroll; for we have it from God's 
don word, that the trumpet , ſhall ſound; and the 
dead ſhall ariſe; and the Son of man, that is, Jeſus 
Chtiſt, ſhall come in the clouds with great power 
and glory, and all the holy angels with him; and 
he will ſit on the throne of his glory, and before 
Bim ſhall be gathered all nations. And he himſelf 
- has informed us, that in that day, he will ſeparate 
the-wixked from the righteous ; the one he will ſet 
on his right hand, and the other on his left : to thoſe 
on his right hand he will ſay, Come, ye bleſſed of 
my father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 


ftom the foundation of the world; and to thoſe on 


his left, he will ſay, Depart, ye curſed, into everlaſt- 
ing ſire, prepared ſor the devil and his angels. And 
_ theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſhment, but 
the righteous into life eternal: and there they will 


or ever dwell with God in uninterrupted happineſs. 


Airicu. I am all aſtoniſhment! Is that day near? 
- Britannus. Jeſus Chriſt has faid, Of that day and 


hour knoweth no man; no, not even the angels in 
heaven: 


0 WY} 


| * heaven; but that it ſhall come ſuddenly, when men 
leaſt expeRt it. And many people, when there are 
eee eee 
Agi. 3 wank FI 
. Britaunut... No: eee 
becauſe the prophecies contained in the bible ate not 
all fulfilled : aſt gener JR ER of the wane 
God muſt be accompliſhed. | 
Aficus. Then we need not fear it now. 
Britannus.. We ought to live the ſame as if we 
expected it every hour; for we know not how ſoon 
death may come; and as death leaves us, judgment 
will find us; for there is no repentance in the 


| grave. 


Africus. But it is natural to put away the 
thoughts of what is not agreeable to us; and no 
one can take pleaſure in the thoughts of death. 

 Britannns. In that, Africus, you are miſtaken : 
for many of the children of God have longed to 
depart, and be with Chriſt, which they know to- 


be far better than abiding here. Some have even 


triumphed in the agonĩes of death, ſaying, O death, 
where is thy ting? O grave, where is thy vic- 
tory ? Thanks ' be- to God, who giveth us the 

victory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And an 
Apoſtle ſays, in the proſpect of death, I have 
fought a good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I 
; G have 


laid up for 
ber choſe which the Lord, the 
e pid; mall give me at that day ; + 
s not to me only, but to all thoſe that love his 
pearing. This is a ſolemn. ſubject, and that your 
attention may not be drawn from it, we will not 
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CONVERSATION THE EIGHTH. 


- Pritannus. W E left the children of Iſrael re- 
moved at a diſtance from the mount. But Moſes 
drew near to the thick darkneſs where God was ; 
and he was with God in the mount forty days and 
lating to their moral conduct; and alſo directions to 
build a tabernacle, that is, a moveable place for 
worſhip, like a very large tent, and to make an ark 
to put therein, And God appointed. Aaron and his 
ſons. ta be prieſts, to offer ſacrifices at the altar. 

Africus. What were they to ſacxiſice? 

Britannus. Byllocks, rams, and lambs, And 
God appointed the clothing for the prieſts, and the 
ceremonies at the conſecrating of them, and the 
 anointing oil, and the perfumes. When God had 
done communing with Moſes, he gave him two 
tables of ſtone, written with the finger of God, con- 
taining the ten commandments, which I have al- 


ready repeated to you. And Moſes returned to the 


people. And he made the tabernacle according to 
9 G 2 the 


| ( 6, ) SN 
the pattern ſhewed him in the mount, When it was 
finiſhed, he reared it up, and put the ark in it, and 
anointed Aaron and his ſons to be prieſts, to do the 
ſervice of the tabernacle. And God appeared to 
Moſes in the tabernacle, and the glory of the Lord 
filled it. The cloud of the Lord was upon the ta- 
bernacle by day, and fire by night. When the cloud 
| was taken up, they journeyed; and when it reſted, 


they pitched their tents, 
Africns., What was the ark which was put into 


the tabernacle ?. | 4 
dia. W i in which the law, 
gien them by God, was to be preſerved ; and over 
it was a merey-ſeat. The law of God was fo holy, 
that is, pure, juſt, and true, that a ſinful creature 
W ACEC INES. | 
Ain. Then why were ſuch laws given that 
man could not perform? x | 
 Britannus. Could 'a holy God give any other 
than holy laws? that were impoflible. But God 
covered this holy law with a mercy-ſeat ; thus 
pointing out a remedy, whereby mercy might be 
manifeſted to fallen creatures, and the holineſs of 
God's law be preſerved. | 
Afri. 1 do not fully underſtand vhny chews: 
medy was. 
Braun. The Juſice and holineſs of God could 
not be ſatisfied, unleſs the law was wholly and com- 
pletely kept; and there was none of the fallen race 


6 ö 


of Adam could keep it perfectly: therefore the Son 
of God undertook to do that for us which we could 
not do for outſelves, and ſo redeemed us from its 
curſe. The ark was hid from the ſight of the peo- 
ple by a veil, This place, ſo ſeparated, was called 
the holy of holies. There God diſplayed his mercy : 
and none were to enter therein but the high prieſt, 
who went to confeſs the ſins of the people, and 
make atonement for them once eyery year. Beſides 
this, they had daily ſacrifices : a lamb was offer 
every morning and evening; and they had divers 
waſhings, on account of ceremonial uncleanneſles 3 | 
for if they did but touch a dead body, they were 
to waſh their clothes, and be unclean till the even- 
ing; and there were many more things by which 
they were defiled, too numerous to be mentioned 
now. But God, by theſe things, intended to ſhew 
to us the finfulneſs of our nature, and at what a 
diſtance ſin keeps us from him; for during thoſe 
times they were not to come into the houſe of God. 
Africus. Have you a high prieſt, daily lacrifices, 
and divers waſhings ? | | 
Britannys. The ceremonial " was only a ſha- 
dow of good things to come, and was aboliſhed 
when Chriſt was ſacrificed for us: for he by one 
offering hath perfected for ever them that are ſancti- 
fied, and is ſet down at the right hand of God, 
where he ever liveth to make interceſſion for all that 
come unto God by him; and we may now with a 
966 holy 
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8 holy boldneſs Enter into the holieſt by the Blood of 


Jeſus : the veil” being thrown afide, gn a 
near to him in full affurance of faith. 
Africus. Then} if all the ceremonies * rebar 
liſhed, how do you Chriſtians worſhip God? 
 Britannus. We are commanded to worſhip God in 
ſpirit and in truth. The Jewiſh religion is ſuper- 


ſeded, that is, fet aſide, by a more ſpiritual worſhip, 
. in which we have immediate acceſs to God'through 
. Chriſt. But the moral law is as binding upon us, 


as It was upon the Jews ; and the glorious pro- 
miſes, written by the Jewiſh kings and prophets, 


+ are as precious to us now as they were to them, be. 


cauſe they are the words of the ever-living God ; 


WS a dbrows and ſpake as _ were taught of | 
bim. 


Africus. ' Surely Moſes muſt be the vreateſ man 
that ever ived! 

' Britannus. He certainly was highly favoured. 
of God ; but when we look to Jeſus Chriſt, behold 
a greater than Moſes and all the prophets ! 

Africus. Did Jeſus teach the people? 

Britannus. Yes. Jeſus ſpake as never man ſpake ; 
as one having authority, yet in that gentle and per- 
ſuaſive manner, as a man would to his friend. 1 
have already given you a ſhort account of his life. 
One thing which I did not then mention will be 
worthy of your notice, that though he was born in 


obſcurity; bis birth was marked -with a dignity far 
n the pomp of the greateſt kings; for angels 


were 


| FWW | 
| were ſent down from heaven to proclaim it. They 
were not ſent to the great ones of the earth, but to 
poor ſhepherds, who were keeping their flocks by 
night in the field. The angel of the Lord came to 
them, and the glory of the Lord ſhone round about 


them ; and-they were afraid. And the angel ſaid, 
Fear not; for behold, I bring you good tidings 


of great joy, which ſnall be to all people; for 
unto you is born this day, in the city of David, 
a Saviour, who is Chriſt the Lord. The angel 
then deſcribed to them the place and ſituation in 
which they ſhould find this new-born Prince and 
Saviour. And ſuddenly there was with the angel 
a multitnde of the heavenly hoſt, praiſing God, 
and ſaying, Glory to God in the higheſt, and on 
earth peace, good will towards men. When the 
angels had ſung their Maker's praiſe, they left the 
ſhepherds and returned to heaven. The account we 
have of our Lord's childhood is very ſhort. He 


did not make himſelf publicly known till he was 


about thirty years of age; but, from that time till 
his death, he went about doing good. I will give 
you-ſome of our Lord's diſcourſe to the people on the 
mount, in which he gave an explanation of the 
law. : 

Africus. Then it was not in that terrible manner 
in which God ſpake from Mount Sinai. 

Britannus,' No: for though Jeſus was the maker 
and the upholder-of the world, he condeſcended to 
clothe t! in human fleſh ; thus concealing his 
divinity, 
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zaſtie glory. He began his diſcourſe by pronouncing 


bdleſſags on the poor in ſpirit, ſaying, for their's is | 


the kingdom of heaven; and on thoſe that mourn, 
for-they-ſhould be comforted ; to thoſe that hunger 
and thirſt after righteauſneſs he promiſed that they 
"ſhould be filled. The bleſſing to the merciful, is 

that they ſhall obtain mercy ; to the pure in heart, 
that they ſhall ſee God; and to the peace-makers, 


dat they ſhall be called the children of God. Our 
| Lord alſo exhorts us to let our light (that is our 
example and conduct) ſo ſhine before men, that they 


may ſee our good works, and glorify our Father who 
is in heaven; for our Lord ſays, Think not chat 1 
am come to deſtroy the law, or the prophets: I am 
not come to deſtroy but to fulfil them. Whoſoever 
mall break one of the leaſt of theſe commandments, 
and teach men fo to do, ſhall be called the leaſt in 
the kingdom of heaven; but whoſoever ſhall do 
and teach them ſhall be called great in the king- 


5 dom of heaven. And concerning that command- 


ment which ſays, Thou ſhalt not kill, and who- 


| ſoever ſhall kill ſhall be in danger of che judgment, 
our Lord ſays, I ſay unto you, that whoſoever is 


angry with his brother without a cauſe ſhall be in 


W danger of the judgment; for I ſay unto you, Love 


your enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, do good to 


them that hate you, and pray for them who de- 


ſpitefully uſe you, that ye may be the children of 
your Father who is in heaven; for he maketh bis 


ſun 
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ſun to riſe on the evil and on the good; and ſendeth 
rain on the juſt and on the unjuſt.” If ye love 
chem who love you, what reward have ye? if ye 
ſalute your brethren only, what do ye more chan 
others? Be ye therefore perfe& even as your Father 
who is in heaven is perfect. Thus, AP you 
ſee what our religion teaches us. 

Africus, It teaches you to be very good. 1 with 
I could be fo too. otro «omg e 
worſhip God in? 

Britannas. Under the Jewiſh diſpenſation God's 
preſence was manifeſted in one peculiar place. In 
the wilderneſs it was principally confined to the ta- 
bernacle; and when the Tſraclites. were ſettled" in 
Canaan, a large temple was built for the worſhip of 
God; and they were to ſeek God in the temple, for 
there his preſence peculiarly dwelt. But Jeſus Chriſt 
has aſſured us, that where two or three are gathered 
together in his name, there he is in the midſt of 
them, Now, my dear Africus, all your happineſs 
depends on your believing in Jeſus; for the word of 
God fays, He that believeth-in Jeſus ſhall be ſaved, 
but he that believeth not ſhall be damned; that is, 
loſt for ever, for ever baniſhed from his preſence, 
and ſent to hell to dwell with the devil. 

Africur. One of your ſailors, whom I had of- 
fended, called upon God to damn me. I knew he 
meant ſomething bad ; but if he knew all the great 
things you have told me of God, how could 
he wiſh me to be for ever baniſhed from his pre- 
ſence, 
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not, and it ſhall be given him. 
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venge beyond what we Africans think of! I have 


ſeen theſe men commit ſuch crimes that L almoſt ab- 


horred the name of a'Chriſtian! : 
Bram. Though they go by: the name of 
Chriſtians, they are unworthy of that name; they 
love not Chriſt, neither do they obey his commands: 
for he has ſaid, Swear not at all; yet they blaſpheme 


that holy name by which they are called, by their 


profane curſing and ſwearing : but if they do not re- 
pent, they are heaping upon themſelves wrath againſt 
the dup of wrath * 
 Afvicxs," But you have not told me, "Britannus, 
Sbetber the children of Iſracl got 3 
— INNS 0 
Bram. God gave them the land he promiſed, 


and wrought fuck wonders for them as no nation he- 
© fides ever experienced. But it was not my intention 
— 35 Thahd"-hifery' chan to-introduce 
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iii. You take a great deal of pains to inſtruct 


me, Britannus, but I am ſtill very ignogant, I want 
to know more about Jeſus Chriſt. | 


Britannus. You muſt pray to God to enlighten 
your underſtanding ;/ for it is faid in this bleſſed 
book, If any man lack wiſdom, let him aſk it of 
God, who giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth 
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- hems. \ / HAT is that i in 88 Britannus? 
| Britannue, A letter from a friend in Englaud.. . 
.  Africus. Let me look at it. What are all thoſe 
ſcratches It don't look like the. books which I 
have ſeen. | 
Britannus. By thoſe written marks we convey” ous | 
thoughts to, each other. 

Africus. And can you tell what your countrymen 
were doing when that came away ? | 

Britannus, Ves. My friend ſays, that great num- 
bers of them were to meet together that night, to 
beſeech the Almighty, to bleſs us to the poor Afri- 
cans, that they might come to the knowledge of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and receive him as all their ſalvation, 
and all their defire. * DEW 

Africus  ( burſting into, a flood of 'tears). O Bri- 
tannus! they will beſeech God in vain for me. I 
thought to conceal it from you, but it will come out; 
I am quite miſerable! I feel myſelf ſo very wicked, 
* en rr. 


Britanns. 


(n 
Brita. But how: came this alteration nce 1 


_ you laſt ? | 
Ame. I was in the higheſt ſpirits, thinking | 


over the things you had-told me, and was pleaſing 


myſelf with the thoughts that I knew ſo much more 
© © than my countrymen did, and how they would ad. 


mire and ſtare at me, when I came to talk to them 


about, the firſt man and woman that lived in this 
|” world, and how they were deceived by the deri. 
n that the devil had deceived all mankind: and 

'- - then 1 thought I would ſay, And you my country- 


men he hath deceived, 'in making you worſhip him, 
when God ought only to be worſhipped. But, all at 


once, my heart was ſtruck, You wretch! What you, 
who have worſhipped the devil, pretend to teach 


others to worſhip God! This followed me wherever 


| I went. Wuen night came, I hoped to forget all in 
" Neep; but ſleep forſook me. I then tried to think of 


Jeſus Chriſt ; but oh, what wicked thoughts came 


{aro my head!—That there was no Jeſus Chriſt, and 
that Britannus only meant to deceive poor blacks 


with fine ſtories. Then, the things you told me came 
with fuch force on my mind, that I cried out, Yes! 
there is a Saviour, but not for me. Oh, the wicked 


thoughts I bad! my heart was like the troubled 


ſea that caſts up wire and filth. | 
Bram. But in u — yew Eantiot he th 


flthineſs of the waters, occaſioned by the toſſing of 
the wares: it is ouly — that makes the diſcovery. 


Africus. 
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Afvicus But my heart was good. before I a. 
you; why is it ſo wicked now ? 


Brauns. All the wickedneſs you alk of was i 
your heart before I ſaw you. D | 
. Africus. How do you know that? 


Britannus. Becauſe' the word of God tells us; 1 


that a corrupt tree cannot bear good fruit. Now, as 
you ſprang from Adam, you partake of his ſinful 
nature, and, though the night of ignorance ob- 
ſcured the fight from your ſoul, believe me, you 
was then in more _ than you are now you 
fee it. a 
Africus. 1-do nor like the fight. / age] 


Britannus, It is a painful fight, but I ns it wil 


prove profitable to you. 
 Africus, How is that poſſible, 8 2 TY 
 Britannus. Suppoſe two veſſels at ſea, and each 


veſſel ſprang a leak: it is obſerved by the crew of 


one of the veſſels, and fills every heart with diſmay ; 
terror reigns on every fide; the opening gulf is full 
in view: this leads them 10 repair to their captain, 
who, with the utmoſt compoſure, gives. the proper 


orders to ſtop the leak ; in which they ſucceed, and 


accompliſh their voyage; while the ſailors in the 
other ſhip, not knowing the damage ſhe has ſuſtain- 
ed, are all jollity, and, as it were, ſaying, We ſhall 
know no ſorrow, when in a moment ſudden daſtruc- 
tion overwhelms them all, Which ſhip would you 
prefer to have been in? 


W-: Africus, 
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Tg That, to be ſure, which ſaw its danger 
| and eſcaped. 
Britannus. Ven ae-exaAly-in that ſituation : you 
fee your danger by reaſon of fin. 
- Africa. But my heart is ready -hn-dvenhatned, 
n with: a-mighty flood, and I can fee no way of 
eſcape. I muſt ſink as the ſhip did. 

mam. You have a captain to go to, who can 
31 breach which ſin has made, that the waters 

may not overwhelm your ſoul. - 

Ln. What Captain have'l to-go to? 

Britamus. Jeſus Chriſt. He is called, in this 
book, the Captain of our Salvation. « 

« Africus. But I dare not go to him, I am ſo very 
wicked: and you have told me, that God abhors 
fin; then he muſt abhor me, for I am all fin. I can- 
not think one good thought; I am loſt! I am un- 
done !—leave'me, Britannus; why will you talk to 
ſuch a wretch ? Jeſus Chriſt never will ſave one who 
has given himſelf up to the devil. You know I have 
worſhipped him; I have done his work, therefore I 
muſt be his ſervant. X 
- Britannus, Jeſus Chriſt came to deſtroy the hs 
of the devil, and take the captive from the hand 
of the terrible one. 

Africus. But you ſaid, all chat forget God ſhould 
be turned into hell; and I am ſure I have lived in 
' forgetfulneſs of Gd. 

Britamus. Undoubtedly, that will be the mn 
5 of 
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| 1 
of all who live and die without ever applying to God 
for falvation ; but you now think about God, 1 


1 hope deſire to love and ferve him. | 
| Africus. 1 am too wicked to think of loving-and 


ſerving God. I am only fit for hell, * there 1 
muſt go. 
Britannus, Your fitneſs for 1 hell I will not Hite, 
and that you are in a loft condition. This we knew 
before we left England. 

Africus, Then for what purpoſe did you come? 


Buam. To tell you that Jefus Chriſt came to 


ſeek and to ſave that which was loft. - 


Africus. Then 1 might hope if I was not fo great 


a. finner ; but there is no hope for me. Leave me, 


* leave me; the more I talk to you, the worſe I get. 
I want to be like you, and my ſoul is harrowed that 
I cannot. O that I could but love the bleffed Jefus l 


but I cannot. Leave me to my own mifery. / Here 
tears futerripted him), On. feeing Britannus weep 
alſo, he exclatmed, My dear Britannus, weep not for 
me. You pierce me through with freſh wounds! 
Ah, you believe poor  Africus can never be ſaved. 
Leave me, leave me to the horror that furrounds 


me, 


Britannns, Leave you? no, that I cannot. This 


bleſſed book tells us to weep with thoſe that weep, 
and comfort thofe that. mourn, God fays, Comfort 


ye, comfort ye, my. progeny ſpeak ye comfortably 


to them, 
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Hd Stop, fax no more ;—every word is againſt 
He we. God ſays, my people. Worſhippers of the 
= - | devil cannot be God's people. = | 
8 Bram. But God can make of fork, 4 to f 
3 and if I can prove he has done 
ſo by any one, will you then rar not able to d | 
- ſo: by you? ce 85 - 
_ Africus.' No, I wee | 
 Britannus, Every kind of Wunder which i is not 
Ac«Xccording to the word of God cometh from the 
devilz whether it be images of wood or tone, or any 
4 thing elſe, it matters not; if it is placed in the room . 
cf God, it is equally hateful in his fight. But to 
— mer you, that God is a God full of merey and com. 
: — _ paſſion, forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſſion, and fin. In 
 . © this book we have recorded God's s goodneſs to a very 
vile man; his name was Manaſſeh; * was King in 
_ Judah, and reigned over God's own people ; but, in- 
ſtead of ſeeking the God of his fathers, he worſhipped 
gods of wood and ſtone; he alſo made the people to 
- tranſgreſs; and thoſe that would not forſake God he 
put to death; ſo that it is ſaid, he made the ſtreets 
of the city run down with blood. | 
Africus. What an abominable wicked man! 
.: 1 Britannus., Yet God had mercy on him. The Al- 
mighty brought him into affliction, and in his diſ- 
. treſs he cried unto God; and God heard his prayer, 
and pardoned. his fins. He renounced his idolatries, 
and ſerved the living and true God, 
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Africus. O the goodneſs of God! 
Britannus.. The love of Chriſt is as free for you, 


Wee as it was for Manaſſeh. 
Africus, 1 wiſh I may find it ſo; but I fear my 


ſins are too great, T feel my heart ſo very bad, ſo | 


very wicked. 


| Britannus. Iwill take you to my friend, who is . 


now, through the goodneſs of God, recovered. He 


may be able to fay ſomething to comfort you. 
Africus. n 4 Megan I ſhall not 


de able to talk to him. 


' © Britannus, To-morrow is the Lord's Ain My 


friend will then ſpeak from the word of God. Come 


along with Ned, and I hope you will hear ſomething 
that will relieve you. 

. Africus, I feel ſo very wicked I am athamed to 
be ſeen, I think every body will hate me. I have 
ſhunned Ned all day. In the morning, he aſked me 


why 1 looked fo dull; but I don't like to tell any 


body but you, how wicked I am. If you can affure 

me you have never told your friend what has paſſed 
between you and me, I will go. 

Britannut. Indeed, Africus, I have not mentioned 

a word on the ſubject, as I wiſhed firſt to bring you 

acquainted with him. I am ſure you have only to 

know him to love him. 
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e Mes dear Pritannus, you have e berrayed 


I 
| 9 5 what ? I do not underſtand you. 
Africa. You certainly told your friend all I had 
foi to you; and he laid my heart open before 
all the people. f 
. Britannus, Believe me, _ wy dear Africus, 1 never 
told him a word that had paſſed. 
Afri. You ſurpriſe me !— not told him ! ! how 
then could he tell all that had paſſed in my heart? 
. Britannus. Becauſe there hath no diſtreſs befallen 
yoo but what is common to man. 
 Africus. But when he read out of God's "<a 


| they were words on purpoſe for me ; if he had not | 
Known my heart, how could he ſpeak to my 


N 


Brilannus, All your heart was known to God : 
add the method God takes, is to lead his ſervants' 


minds to ſuch and ſuch words that are ſuitable to 


perſons there preſent ; and, God accompanying it 
with his bleſſing, they receive the benefit of it, as 
I * you have done. 


A [fricus, 
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. Africus." I have, my dear Britannus, Jeſos has 
d my mourning into joy : it wa- good for me 
that I was there. Oh, what a dear Saviour I have 
found ! how precious is the ſound of Salvation to a 
ſinner ready to periſh! Now I long to talk with 
your friend. I feel quite a love to him. But I 
muſt tell you all. While he was talking to God in 
prayer, my mind was in the greateſt agitation. I 
could not hear a word he ſaid. I ſtood like a man 
before his judge, that was ſure he ſhould be con- 
demned. I dreaded his opening the book, as I 1 
thought there could be nothing but condemnation "= 
from God to ſuch a finner. How did my heart 
tremble when he opened it ! but what was my aſto- I 
niſhment when he read theſe words, Caſt down but 1 
not defiroyed! Here was no condemnation ; my 6 
heart revived. Your friend went on to ſhew how 
a ſoul might be caſt down ; then he told me all my 
heart, all my fins that caſt me down. I was all 
ſurpriſe ! He ſaid, God was ſo holy that he could 
not delight in a ſinner as a finner, and that the juſtice -| 
of God demanded the puniſhment of fin. Then FN 
why was it that ſinners were not deſtroyed ? Be- 
cauſe Jeſus Chriſt, the beloved Son of God, had 
left the throne of his glory in heaven, to die in their 
room and ſtead, to purchaſe redemption through 
his own blood, which he poured out on the croſs, 
to ſave all that were caſt down by their fins, that 
ſw themſelves loſt and helpleſs; to ſuch he would 
give a new heart, and a new ſpirit he would put 
within 


68686 
within them. He would make them hate every 
evil way; the drunkard would become a dine, man 


he that was 


the liar. would hate every falſe way: 


| given to fteal would ſteal no- more ; he that was full 


of revenge would be filled with love, even to his 
bittereſt enemies; for he would conſider that if 
Chrift fo loved him as to die for him, while he was 
an enemy to God, the leaſt he could do, was to 
forgive his enemies, and pray for them, and ſhew his 


lee to them by all the kind offices in his power: 


he would find his heart changed; he would feel holy 
affections fpringing up; his heart would be filled 
with joy, and his mouth with praiſe. He then ſaid, 
many great nations, he might ſay, continents and 
Mands, were caſt down, and debaſed in ignorance 
and folly. They were bowing to ſtocks and ſtones; 
they were even fo far ſeduced, as to worſhip the 
devil, that inveterate foe to mankind : but yet they 


© were not deſtroyed. Why ? Becauſe God will ere 


long raiſe them up. Then will they ariſe and ſhine, 
| when the glory of the Lord ſhall have riſen upon 
them; then ſhall' Ethiopia ſtretch out her hands unto 
God, and all nations ſhall bow to his ſceptre. He 
then faid, We are come as harbingers, or fore- 
runners, to prepare the way (may a hoſt follow us), 
to traverſe the deſerts and wilderneſſes to ſeek that 
which is loſt, May the Lord crown our labours 
wich ſucceſs, This is as much as I can remember, 


Britannus. 


Britannus. 
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when you came to reflect on what you had heard? 
Africu. I thought I felt what your friend ſaid of 
a new heart. I loved Jeſus Chriſty and I wanted to 
| be like him. I was all joy and aſtoniſhment at hie 
goodneſs to ſuch a very wicked creature! My heart 
was ſo full that I told Ned ; at which he greatly 
rejoiced, and told me how good Jeſus Chriſt had 
been to him, in calling him and his wife and three 
children out of darkneſs into bis marvellous light. 
We ſat np almoſt all night, talking of the goodneſs 
of God. You might well ſay, you came to make 
us happy. O how happy I am! how happy are 
the blacks in Free Town, under the protection of 
the Engliſh! O that their good deſigus may ſpread 
all over Africa, that we may become a free and happy 
people, living in love and union with each other! 
England will have more to boaſt of, in having all 
Africa as her friend, whom ſhe will not find un- 
grateful, than in carrying her people to ſlavery and 
miſery! O my country} my poor country! my 
heart is full of love to my country! Oh, did your 
countrymen know the bitter anguiſh an African feels, 
when he is made ſenſible of the true ſtate of his 


country, ſurely, they would no longer involve us in 


miſery, Though my heart is full of joy on my own 
account, yet it is pained, when I think of father, 
mother, brothers and ſiſters, all in a loſt condition! 
How did I cry to God to have mercy on them, and 
on my poor countrymen. Now, Britannus, I can 


pray 


Britamrr. But how did you feel afterwards, 
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A pray to God to forgive thoſe vile men that tore my 
5 ſeiſter from me; yes, I can forgive wy worſt ene. 
Britamms. Tis 3s the real effet of divine love on 
the heart: it creates a defire that others may partake 
of the fame happineſs. | | 
Ain. It is indeed bappineſi which” my. heart 
never felt before. I have new thoughts, and new 
aſſections. I was blind to all that is good, but 1 
now ſee ; and I want all the world to ſee the great 
things that I ſee. O my poor father and mother! 
O my poor father and mother! {Here he pauſed and 
wet.) I muſt go and tell them wane! awotvige, 
Will you go with me? | 
Britamms. It is ſettled that my friend ſhould fer 
out on his intended miſſion up the country in a few | 
ways 1 hope you will go with us. | 
Him. That I will. I can never more be parted 
from you, But your friend muſt firſt go with me, 
he cannot deny me; for he ſaid, he was come on 
purpoſe to ſeek that which was loft. Alas! my poor 
Father and mother and the whole family are in a loſt 
condition : he will pity them, he will go. 
'  Britanms. I doubt not but he will readily comply 
- "with your requeſt : for it will rejoice his heart to 
hear the great things Jefus has done for you. 


THE END. 
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